Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 02852 251600 Z 

53 

ACTION NSF-04 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-11 ADP-00 COA-02 PM-09 SCI-06 COME-OO 

DODE-OO RSR-01 RSC-01 /035 W 

029392 

R 251515 Z APR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1800 
NSF POLAR 

AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 2852 
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TAGS: OCLR, TGEN, AR 

SUBJECT: LOADING OF R/ V HERO IN PUNTA ARENAS 

REF: (A) R/ V HERO MSG 191600 Z APR 73; ( B) R/ V HERO MSG 201455 Z 
APR 73; (C) SANTIAGO 1731 

1. SUPPLEMENTING REFS A AND B, BRESNEHAN, NOW IN BUENOS 
AIRES, REPORTS THAT PRIOR TO ARRIVAL OF R/ V HERO IN 

PUNTA ARENAS, HCI EMPLOYEE MADE ADVANCE VISITS AND OBTAINED 
AGREEMENT LOCAL CUSTOMS DIRECTOR FOR REMOVAL OF NSF EQUIPMENT. 
BETWEEN DATE OF THIS VISIT AND ARRIVAL OF R/ V HERO IN PUNTA 
ARENAS, THIS CUSTOMS OFFICIAL WAS REPLACED, AND NEW DIRECTOR 
HAD NOT YET ARRIVED. THUS, HERO WAS DEALING WITH SUBORDINATE 
OFFICIAL. 

2. ON THE BASIS THESE FACTS, IT WOULD APPEAR PREMATURE TO 
CONCLUDE THAT CUSTOMS DIFFICULTIES IN PUNTA ARENAS WERE DUE 
TO MORE THAN BUREAUCRACY AND TIMIDITY OF SUBORDINATE OFFICIAL. 
AS NEXT STEP, NSF AND EMBASSY SANTIAGO MAY WISH CONSIDER 
WHETHER AGREEMENT FOR REMOVAL CAN BE REESTABLISHED AT 
LOCAL LEVEL IN PUNTA ARENAS FOLLOWING ARRIVAL OF SENIOR 
CUSTOMS OFFICIAL THERE, THROUGH COMAPA. 
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